North Cumbria Fisheries Advisory Committee 26th June, 1979. by unknown
North 
West 
Water
Dawson House, Great Sankey 
Warrington WA5 3LW 
Telephone Penketh 4321
** PLEASE NOTE TIME AND VENUE OF MEETING
F2/B19 19th June, 1979
To: Members of the North Cumbria Fisheries 
Advisory Committee:
(Messrs.E.P.Ecroyd (Chairman); A.E.I.Bell;
E.Cave; T.Cousins; Dr.I.J.Faulkner;
A.C.Findlay; E.H.Fleming Smith; B.Irving;
J.S.Marshall; Wm.McKenna; R.K. Nicholson; 
and the Chairman of the Authority (G.Mann);
The Vice Chairman of the Authority (A.Richardson) 
and the Chairman of the Regional Fisheries 
Advisory Committee (T.A.F.Barnes) (ex officio).
Dear Sir,
A meeting of the NORTH CUMBRIA FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE will 
be held at 9.45 a.m. on TUESDAY, 26th JUNE, 1979, at the 
NORTH CUMBRIA AREA OFFICE OF THE RIVERS DIVISION, CHERTSEY HILL, 
LONDON ROAD, CARLISLE, for consideration of the following business.
Yours faithfully,
9
G. W. SHAW,
Director of Administration. 
A G E N D A
1. Apologies for absence.
2. Minutes of the last meeting (enclosed herewith along with the 
Minutes of the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee held
on 30th April, 1979).
3. Yorkshire Water Authority - Rod and Line Regulations.
4. Fishing Effort - Solway Estuary. (Regional Fisheries 
Officer to Report Orally )
5. Income from Sale of Rod and Line Licences 1978.
6. Fishing Offences and Prosecutions 1978/79.
7. Report by the Area Fisheries Officer on Fisheries Activities.
8. Draft Netting Rights - River Eden - Carlisle City Free Boat 
Fishing Right.
9. Any other business.
* SEE NOTE OVERLEAF
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* NOTE: (i) The report relating to Item 8 is enclosed for Members 
only.
(ii) The Northumbrian Water Authority have invited Members 
of the Committee to visit that Authority's Kielder 
Reservoir on the afternoon of the meeting. Lunch will 
be provided at the George Hotel at Chollerford (5 miles 
north of Hexham, A6079/B6318) at 12.30 p.m. and the 
Authority party will leave there at 1.45 p.m. arriving 
at Kielder at approximately 2.30 p.m. for a conducted 
tour of Northumbrian Water Authority's Hatchery and 
associated installations there. This will then be 
followed by a visit to the Kielder Information Centre 
for tea, together with a view of the dam construction 
site.
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F1/B7 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
NORTH CUMBRIA
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
26TH JUNE, 1979
YORKSHIRE WATER AUTHORITY - R O D  AND LINE REGULATIONS
1. At the last meeting of the Committee (Minute No.29, 3rd April, 
1979) it was resolved that details of the Yorkshire Water Authority 
regulation, printed by way of a guidance note on rod and line 
licences, which required anglers to use landing nets constructed of a 
material free of knots when fishing for freshwater fish, be submitted 
to this meeting of the Committee. The following facts relate to this 
requirement.
2. Note number 9 of the 'notes for guidance' on the reverse of the 
YWA rod and line licence is as follows:-
"Keep-nets must be of a knotless material with a minimum 
length of 200 cms and a minimum diameter of 35 cms and the 
spacing between the rings must be between 15 cms and 33 cms".
3. This note is a precis of YWA bye-law 5 which was confirmed by MAFF 
on 12th January, 1977, and is as follows:-
11 Specification of keep nets
On and from 1st January, 1978 , any keep net which is used
for retaining trout or freshwater fish in any water within the
area shall comply with the following specification -
(a) The net shall be of knotless material.
(b) The minimum dimensions of the net shall be 200 cm in 
length and 35 cm in diameter or in the case of a rectangular 
net 200 cm in length and 35 cm x 25 cm in cross-section.
(c) The net shall have a spacing between rings of not less 
than 15 cm and not more than 33 cm.
 (d) Each mesh of the net when wet shall measure not less 
than 6mm and not more than 47mm round its edge. The mesh 
shall form not less than three quarters of the total surface 
area of the net".
4. The 'note for guidance1 on the reverse of the YWA rod and line 
licence does not contain any reference to a landing net as such, but 
bye-law 6 deals with this matter in the following terms:
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"Specification of landing nets
On and from 1st January, 1979 any landing net which is used 
for taking freshwater fish in any water within the area shall be 
of knotless material".
5. The above details are taken from the certified copy of the YWA 
bye-laws. These bye-laws have been consolidated along with others by 
YWA into a freshwater fisheries bye-law booklet and are detailed under 
items 10 and 11 of this booklet.
F1/A20 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
NORTH CUMBRIA 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
26TH JUNE, 1979
INCOME FROM SALE OF ROD AND LINE LICENCES 1978
1. A summary of income from the sale of rod and 1 ine licences is 
attached as an appendix for the information of members.
2. The summary compares details of 1 icences sold during 1978 with 
those for 1977. The actual number sold shows an increase of 9.08% and 
an increase in the amount of income of 35.95% for the same period. It 
should be noted that the licence duties for 1978 were increased by 
approximately 30% from the 1977 values. Numbers of licences sold show 
increases in all groups except the salmon and migratory trout season 
licence. The greatest increase in numbers sold continues to be in the 
freshwater fish and eels group.
APPENDIX
INCOME FROM SALE OF 
ROD AND LINE FISHING LICENCES
1978
Whole Area 1977Value Number Amount
1978
Value Number Amount
Salmon Season 
Salmon to 31st May 
Salmon from 1st June 
Salmon Season, 
reduced duty 
Salmon to 31st May 
reduced duty 
Salmon from 1st June 
reduced duty 
Salmon 7 day
12
6
7
5
2.50
3
2
1,799
29
2,751
611
4
511
2,131
21.488.00 
174.00
19.257.00
3.055.00 
10.00
1.533.00
4.262.00
15.60
7.80
9.00
6.50 
3.25
4.00 
2.60
1,635
36
2,922
657
4
575
2,268
25.506.00 
280.80
26.298.00
4,270.50
13.00
2,300.00
5,896.80
Total Salmon and 
Migratory Trout 7,836 49,879.00 8,097 64 ,565.10
Non-Migratory Trout 
Season
Non-Migratory Trout 
reduced duty Season 
Non-Migratory Trout 
7 day
2
1
0.50
22,002
3,923
12,163
44,004.00 
3,923.00 
6,081.50
2.60
1.25
0.65
23,490
4,252
12,655
61,074.00
5,315.00
8,225.75
Total Non-Migratory 
Trout 38,088 54,008.50 40,397 74,614.75
Freshwater Fish and 
Eels, Season 
Freshwater Fish and 
Eels, Season 
reduced duty 
Freshwater Fish and 
Eels, 7 day
1
0.50
0.25
25,179
4,776
4,027
25,179.00
2,388.00
1,006.75
1.25
0.65
0.35
28,000
5,431
4,609
35,000.00
3.530.15
1.613.15
Total Whole Area 
Freshwater Fish 33,982 28,573.75 38,040 40,143.30
Former Mersey & Weaver 
River Authority area
Freshwater Fish & Eels 
Season 
Freshwater Fish & Eels 
reduced duty
0.50
0.25
10,610
2,827
5,305.00 
706.75
0.65 
0.35
11,899 
3 ,386
7,734.35
1,185.10
Total M & W Area 
Freshwater fish 13,437 6,011.75 15,285 8,919.45
TOTAL 93,343 138,473.00 101,819 188,242.60
Item Mo. 6
NORTH CUMBRIA 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
26TH JUNE, 1979
FISHING OFFENCES AND PROSECUTIONS 1978/79
F1/A16 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
1. The total number of persons prosecuted by the Authority for fishing 
offences during 1978/79 was 390 compared with 778 in 1977/78. The 
reduction is mainly in licensing offences where the figure dropped 
from 521 to 203. The Authority's prosecution policy has undoubtedly 
had the effect of impressing upon anglers the necessity of possessing 
a rod licence. The Committee will note from the report on the income 
from the sale of rod licences (Agenda Item No. 5 ) that there has been 
an overall 9% increase in the number of licences in 1978.
2. In the area of this Committee, 20 persons were prosecuted for 
baiting offences and for giving false names and addresses and 67 for 
fishing without a licence making a total of 87 as compared with 47 in 
1977/78. Action was taken on a further 85 cases which did not result 
in legal proceedings being instituted. There has been an increase in 
the costs per defendant awarded to the Authority, but this is offset 
by a slight fall in fines for licence offences.
3. The following is a summary of offences and prosecutions within the 
Committee area during 1978/79.
Number of Defendants
Number of Charges
Total Fines Imposed
Warning Letters
Other cases not taken to 
Court due to production of 
valid ’licences; alleged 
offenders seriously ill; 
having left the country 
or unable to be traced.
Total
87
94
£932
42
43
Baiting Offences 
and False Names 
and Addresses
20
27
£282
1
Licence
Offences
67
67
£650
41
43
NORTH CUMBRIA 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
26TH JUNE, 1979
REPORT BY THE AREA FISHERIES OFFICER ON FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
1.   RIVER CONDITIONS AND FISHING
Salmon and Sea Trout
Wintery conditions prevailed throughout most of March causing 
high flows and spate conditions for most of that period, and it was 
not until the third week in April when the majority of snow on the 
hills had thawed that the rivers reverted to an ideal water level for 
fishing. The river conditions in May fluctuated between periods of 
quite long spates, followed by relatively good fishing conditions, and 
by mid May the total known catch of salmon for the River Eden was 453 
fish and 20 fish on the River Esk. Although good, these results are 
about 50% down on last year's excellent results.
2. HOLMWRANGLE HATCHERY
(i) Stock
1979 1978 1977 1976 1975
Border Esk Sea Trout 203,462
Northumberland Sea
Trout 117,006
West Cumberland Sea
Trout 29,418
Kincardine Salmon 147,000 3,817
Wye Salmon 82,500 6,471
Eden Salmon 159,250
Border Esk Salmon 23,400
Rainbow Trout 16,785 38
Brown Trout 16,871 11,159 6,355 1,627
(ii) General Comment
F1/B16 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
During March and April the quality and quantity of the beck 
water supply caused numerous problems. The cold weather also 
brought its difficulties, in causing the fuel to gel in the
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standby generator unit and the feeder springs to Hurley Beck to 
freeze, thus reducing the water supply. Also, owing to the 
cooler water temperatures, the fry were reluctant to start 
feeding.
Yolk sac deformities in the Kincardine, Wye and Eden salmon 
fry are giving rise to mortalities above the normal levels. 
Approximately 60%-70% of the fry are affected and the total 
percentage mortality for the whole period is averaging 35%.
A total of 331 (1978) brown trout were lost due to Furunculo­
sis. This was caused mainly by high stocking rate, poor water 
quality and the rise in water temperatures in late April, early 
May. As the outbreak was anticipated a prophylactic course of 
treatment was started, using Terramycin - medicated feed. A 
myxobacterial infection of both gills and fin in the Kincardine 
salmon parr has also caused a few mortalities. Similar medica­
tion has been given, but the effect of treatment was only 
moderate, due to the fact that the 'binder' used in the feed 
affected its form, with the result that the fish were reluctant 
to take it.
(iii) Fish Distributed
During the period under review the following numbers of fish 
were distributed from the hatchery.
Brown Trout Fry 3,520
Brown Trout 9,000
Sea Trout 3,445
Salmon Smolts 4,760
Carp 500
Further details of the dates and locations of these stockings 
will be given to members at the meeting.
3. RE-STOCKING BY ANGLING ASSOCIATIONS ETC.
There have been four rainbow trout and two brown trout re-stockings 
to Angling Associations and Club waters. An introduction of 300,000 
rainbow trout ova was made into the area as well as an introduction of 
60,000 rainbow trout fingerlings into another fish farm.
4. PREDATORS
The bailiffs are continuing with the survey of resident pairs 
and broods of mergansers and goosanders.
5. FISH DISEASE
There have been no reports of any diseased fish. Surveillance has 
been difficult due to high water levels.
6. SURVEY/RESEARCH WORK
The Eden brown trout survey continued with the reading of more 
scale samples.
POACHING
During most of the period river levels have been such that poaching 
would have been impossible.
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F1/A24
PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
NORTH CUMBRIA
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
26TH JUNE, 1979
DRAFT NETTING RIGHTS - RIVER EDEN - CARLISLE CITY FREE
BOAT FISHING RIGHT
1. On 23rd January, 1979 (Minute No.19) the Committee received a report 
detailing the progress made by the Authority's Estates Department in 
establishing the ownership of the netting rights on the River Eden.
2. Further investigation of these rights and titles has continued 
and as a result of a meeting with Carlisle D.C. it has now been 
confirmed that the Council are prepared to let their Free Boat Right 
to the Authority during 1979 and thereafter for a period of 21 years 
on lease on terms to be agreed. This is on the understanding that the 
Authority will not exercise this netting right.
3. In view of the restrictions presently imposed by the government 
upon public expenditure, the officers consider that before making any 
recommendation on the acquisition of this right or any others on the 
Eden at the present time, the attitude of the Authority should be 
obtained.
J
